MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING

in the north, the Caspian and the Black Sea in the south.
Of these, the Baltic and White Seas are already connected
by a new canal; the Moscow-Volga canal will complete
Moscow's connection with these two and with the Caspian
Sea. In order to complete the connection to the Black Sea,
a further canal is required in the south of Russia connecting
the Volga with the Don.

The canal will have a minimum depth of 5 \ metres, and
will take specially built barges of 20,000 tons, as well as the
standard Volga passenger ship, 120 metres long. There will
be two ports in Moscow: one in the north, mainly for pas-
sengers, and one in the south near the main factory area,
chiefly for goods.

The level of the Moscow river will be raised by 3 metres,
and it will be necessary to build n new bridges with a
clearance of 8-6 metres.

The task is an enormous one. The length of the canal is
135 kilometres, the weight of soil excavated will be 148
million tons. The job is only slightly smaller than the
Panama canal, which is 160 kilometres long and where
the excavation amounted to 160 million tons. For our
special benefit it was also compared with the Manchester
Ship Canal, length 47 kilometres, excavation 35 million
tons; the Moscow canal is nearly three times as long,
and the excavation nearly five times as large!1 We were
informed that 124 villages were going to be flooded in a
few months' time and were now being built elsewhere.
When one remembers the immense excitement and the
amount of discussion and protest caused by the destruction
of the one small village of Mardale for Manchester's new
waterworks at Haweswater, one is impressed by the ease
with which, under Russian conditions, 124 villages can
be displaced apparently without any public discussion
whatever.

TRANSPORT
Transport in Moscow is a difficult problem; it was never
goodj and the rapid increase in population made the position
exceedingly bad. At present all forms of public transport
1 The great bulk of the work on the canal itself is already done; it is hoped
that the canal will be opened early in 1937.
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